THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Minister Paulino Gomez, went to Cartagena, called
together the Commanders and told them that the
Government knew what the Navy meant to do, and was
determined to take whatever measures were necessary to
prevent it. On the following day, the 4th, the appoint-
ment was announced in the Official Journal of Lieut-Col.
Fransisco Galan, a leader of the Communist Party, to
the command of the Naval Base at Cartagena. It was also
announced that all Commanders who did not have the
Government's confidence, and whom the Government
considered compromised by the projected mutiny, were
dismissed.

In view of the appointment of Lieut.-Col. Galan to the
command of the Naval Base (an appointment which was
received by the Navy with the greatest indignation),
Admiral Buiza spoke with the authorities of the Naval
Base and it was arranged that the command should not
be handed over to the Lieut.-Colonel in question, but
that the Fleet should go to sea thence to rebel against
Negrin's Government and put itself at the disposition of
the National Council of Defence which was being formed.

The officer commanding the Naval Base at Cartagena
was General Carlos Bernal. This General assumed a
passive attitude and did not seem inclined to oppose
handing over the command as then arranged. Conse-
quently, it was decided to put Captain Antonio Ramirez
in charge of the Base.

But, contrary to what had been arranged, the command
was handed over to Lieut.-Col. Galan a few hours later.
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